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All about work on forms of buildings

On 3 August this year Thomas Herzog, one of Germany's
most important architects, turned 70. Certainly a reason to
celebrate as well as an occasion to look back at more than
40 years' work on innovative solutions for architecture that
would stand the test of time and is rooted in environmental
awareness, an application of technologies for the use of
renewable energies and an understanding of architecture
as a contribution to the architectural culture of our society.

Thomas Herzog reached international acclaim in 1979
through a residential property equipped to use solar energy
in Regensburg, the function, design and form of which
were in harmony with one another. The use of environmental
energies, the application of renewable building materials
and the creation of a pleasant indoor climate using natural
principles shaped the appearance in a forward-looking
manner. With this fundamental principle, Thomas Herzog
became one of the outstanding pioneers of progressive,
sustainable construction that is free of any bias and spe-
cifically tackles the functional requirements, local realities
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and technological possibilities with each new construction
task.

Over the decades an exceptional work of outstanding ar-
chitecture has been created that includes a broad array of
different buildings. One of the more recent buildings of
Thomas Herzog is the Oskar von Miller Forum, which was
completed in 2009. Future-oriented methods for the use of
environmental energies, the innovative application of con-
structional possibilities, materials and technologies as well
as the pursuit of a high standard of quality of use were
implemented in a design that carries conviction.

Apart from his architectural work Thomas Herzog is also
well known as an excellent scientist and university teacher.
After professorships in Kassel, Darmstadt and at the Tech-
nical University of Munich, guest professorships in Europe
and the USA, he started at the Tsinghua University in Beijing,
where he has been teaching .Green Architecture” for sev-
eral years now.



His extensive publications include the SOLAR CHARTA, an
official European document that is available in ten languag-
es, .SOKA-BAU - Nutzung, Effizienz, Nachhaltigkeit” (SOKA
construction - use, efficiency, sustainability), the ,Fassade-
natlas” (facade atlas), the ,Holzbauatlas" (timber construc-
tion atlas) as well as a number of publications in interna-
tional trade journals.

As part of his lecture at the Oskar von Miller Forum, Thom-
as Herzog will give an insight into his approach to the plan-
ning and construction process which is characterised by
work on buildings with a convincing design that are in har-
mony with both the environment and the user.

This is also the defining characteristic of the exhibition for
the international competition ,International Prize for Sus-
tainable Architecture’, which is held and awarded by Italy's
renowned faculty at the University of Ferrara and in which
Thomas Herzog has played a significant role for many years
as the chairman of the jury.

In this context, outstanding buildings in German-speaking
countries that have received prizes from the international
jury are being shown for the first time at the Oskar von

Miller Forum. They are all prime examples of the wide vari-
ety of designs and convincing quality of sustainable con-
struction in various cultural regions and climates. The proj-
ects shown include little-known projects from completely
different regions as well as buildings by internationally
renowned architects such as Shigeru Ban, Sauerbruch
Hutton and Herrmann Kaufmann. Thomas Herzog made a
major contribution to the development of this architectural
competition, which is financed by the Italian company ,Fassa
Bortolo® without any link to its own products.

We are particularly pleased to open the exhibition ,Interna-
tional Prize for Sustainable Architecture’ following the
lecture.
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The Oskar von Miller Forum is an independent educational initiative supported by the Bayerische Bauwirtschaft

(association of construction workers' union and of the Bavarian construction industry).

¢ The Forum —in the heart of Munich and in close proximity of the Technical University Munich - is an international guest house for students, "masters” of the construction
¢ industry and guest scientists. The Forum is dedicated to promote higher education of civil engineers and contributes to the pursuit of excellence, striving for traditional

qualification open to new development.




